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Welcome to Anglicans for Life's September 2014 Lectionary Life 
App! 
  
AFL is pleased to present this month's teachings and reflections written 
by fellow clergy for one of the weekly lectionary lessons. Our prayer is 
that you will find them inspirational for your homily or sermon 
preparation. At the end of each week's reflection, I sometimes add 
suggested prayers, bulletin announcements, and AFL ministry resources 
that you may use. 
  
The following reflections are primarily for pastors, as we seek to bear 
faithful witness to the Gospel and lead our people in a world that has 
justifiably been called a culture of death. 
  
This month's reflections have been written by Anglicans for Life's Board 
Member, the Rev. Dr. W. Ross Blackburn. Rev. Blackburn is the Rector 
of Christ the King, an Anglican Fellowship in Boone, NC. 
  
Blessings and Thanks,  

  
  

Sunday September 7, 2014 - 13th Sunday after Pentecost  

Ezekiel 33:7-11 
 
Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word from my 
mouth, you shall give them warning from me. If I say to the wicked, 'You shall surely die,' and you give 
him no warning, nor speak to warn the wicked from his wicked way, in order to save his life, that wicked 
person shall die for his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand.  But if you warn the wicked, and 
he does not turn from his wickedness, or from his wicked way, he shall die for his iniquity, but you will 
have delivered your soul (Ezekiel 3:17-19). 
The prophets of Israel were called to bear the word to Israel.  Usually it was a word of repentance.  It 
could be a word of coming judgment, or it could be a word of tenderness, seeking to woo Israel to 
return.  In either case, the call of the prophet was to bear the word of the Lord to Israel, to call God's 
people back to Himself.  And, as is clear from today's passage from Ezekiel, this was not optional.  The 
Lord required the prophet to speak, even when they would rather not have.  Which was often.   
 
To put it in the language of our day, the role of the prophet is to speak the word of the Lord to the 
church.  Not to the world, at least primarily, but to the church.  When the church is right, the world sees 
her testimony, for she will make the Gospel plain.  The prophet is called to the church.  And again, this is 
not optional.   
 



Abortion is a matter that much of the church would prefer to forget.  It is grisly and ugly, and the word 
condemning it brings the wrath of the world in an unusually powerful manner.  There is a tendency in our 
churches to sideline abortion, particularly in our speech.  Sometimes the motives are understandable-we 
don't want to put a stumbling block in the way of someone who needs to know Christ, and abortion is a 
lightning rod that may drive people away.  Sometimes we would just rather not stir the pot, and deal with 
the anger and resentment and confusion that results.     
 
The Lord's word concerning abortion is not just a word of judgment.  It is a word of forgiveness and new 
life, it is a word of grace and peace to the weary and heavy laden.  And it is a word actively lived out, 
seeking to bless those in need, even needs of their own making.  But it is, also, a word of 
judgment.  Abortion leads to death, and the call of the prophet is to make that plain.  The Lord abhors the 
shedding of innocent blood.  As those given to speak the word of the Lord, it is not our privilege to 
decide what we will speak and what we will not.   

Everyone who has been involved in abortion, the mother, the father, the doctor, the clinic counselor; they 
all need to hear the hope of forgiveness. Forgiveness and healing come when the truth is spoken in love. 
Learn more about ministering to people involved in abortion at SilentNoMore.com 

Sunday September 14, 2014 - 14th Sunday after Pentecost  

Psalm 103 & Exodus 34:6-7 
 

The LORD is full of compassion and mercy,  

slow to anger and of great kindness  (Psalm 103:8). 

 

There are certain places in Scripture worth building one's life upon.  Exodus 34:6-7 is one of those places.  After 

Israel sinned by creating and worshipping a golden calf, Moses intercedes, pleading that God would not destroy 

Israel.  Eventually, the Lord answers: 

 

The Lord passed before him and proclaimed, "The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, 

and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 

transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the 

children and the children's children, to the third and the fourth generation." 

 

King David never got over those verses.  We know this because they show up repeatedly in the Psalms he wrote, 

particularly Psalms 26, 103, and 145.  And also in Psalm 51, which David wrote after his adultery with 

Bathsheba, and his murder of Uriah her husband.   

 

Sexual sin and killing.  There are of course many in our world, and in our churches, who are in great need of 

knowing God's forgiveness and mercy.  They do not need to be convinced of their sinfulness, but rather of God's 

abundant mercy and grace.  Notice that David does not quote the entire passage from Exodus in these 

psalms.  Only the first part concerning God's grace and mercy.  Does this mean that the word of judgment is 

irrelevant?  Not at all.  But for those of us who know our sin, who are weary and heavy laden, we can look upon 

God's mercy with great hope, for, as the psalm goes on to say, he does not give us what our sins deserve.  David 

understood this, and was therefore able to be honest with himself and before God, knowing that God's mercy 

was able to handle even the worst of David's sin.    

 Dear Lord, please help us as we acknowledge the depths of our sins and transgressions. Help us believe 
in Your compassion and mercy. Thank you for being slow to anger and full of kindness. Help us reflect 
Your character to those in and outside the Church who need to build their lives on these versus. In Jesus 



name we pray, Amen.  

Sunday September 21, 2014 - 15th Sunday after Pentecost  

Jonah 3:10-4:11 
 
But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was angry  .And he prayed to the Lord and said, "O Lord, is 
not this what I said when I was yet in my country?  That is why I made haste to flee to Tarshish; for I 
knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and 
relenting from disaster (Jonah 4:1-2).  
 
Last week we looked at Exodus 34:6-7, which David quotes often to remember that God's forgiveness 
and mercy were new every day. 
Here we see these verses quoted again, this time from Jonah.  Why does Jonah flee from God's call to the 
Ninevites?  Precisely because he knows that the Lord is merciful and gracious.  In other words, he knows 
that God's word of impending judgment to Nineveh might cause the Ninevites to repent.  And Jonah 
wants none of that.  For Jonah, the Assyrians deserve their judgment, particularly for their oppression and 
exile of Israel.   
 
God is far more merciful than we are.  We do well to be wary of our anger, which can lead to the thought 
that another is outside the bounds of the Lord's merciful concern.   

Lord, You know my heart better than I do, help me reach out to the one(s) that I think should be outside the 

bounds of Your merciful concern. Help me love where satan seeks to sow hatred. Help me to obey You 

regardless of my feelings. In Jesus name, Amen.  

Sunday September 28, 2014 - 16th Sunday after Pentecost  

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
 

Yet the house of Israel says, 'The way of the Lord is not just.' O house of Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not 

your ways that are not just?  (Ezekiel 18:29). 

 

Of all words in our cultural vocabulary, justice may be the most meaningless.  Why?  Because we have no 

agreement as to what it might mean.  Abortion is a perfect example.  One argues that the rights of women trump 

the rights of the unborn.  Another might argue that the unborn child's rights trump the rights of the 

mother.  Notice how both are appealing to justice.  Everyone is for justice, but we disagree on what is just.  And 

so justice becomes a wax nose, to be manipulated according to my desires or thoughts about what must be right.  

 

How can we know what is just?  Apart from knowing the ways of the Lord, we cannot.  All we are left with are 

preferences.  It is the essence of sin to declare, when our preferences conflict with the ways of the Lord, "the 

ways of the Lord are not just."  Sinful man would always rather decide for himself.   

 

To know justice is to know God.  The ways of the Lord are just.  This is far more than simply taking the right 

positions on certain issues.  It is good and right to know what the Lord says about abortion.  But it is not enough 

just to take a correct position.  We will know justice in the area of abortion when we both defend the fatherless 

and plead for the widow (Isaiah 1:17).  In other words, we seek to protect the unborn while at the same time 

seeking to bless the mother (and father) in crisis.   

 



If we find ourselves thinking "the ways of the Lord are not just," there is one solution.  It is Ezekiel's 

solution.  Repent.   

Lord, we pray for repentance and revival in our land, that our country would return to the Bible's view of justice. 

Thank you that Your ways are just and right. Give us courage to stand up to injustice when we see it, even if it is 

hard and scary. Abide with us. In Jesus awesome Name we pray, Amen.   

 
Do you want to learn how   
your church can celebrate,   
protect, and honor Life?   
 

Invite Georgette to present 

AFL's Quasar Conference at 
your church! 
 
To learn more, click HERE or call 1-800-707-6635 
 

 

  GIVE to AFL TODAY! 
Visit our LIFE SUPPORT website pages to 

find out how you or your church can 
support AFL here: 

LIFE SUPPORT 
 

About Us 

Anglicans for Life is the only global Anglican ministry 
dedicated to inspiring the Anglican Church to 
understand and compassionately apply God's Word 
when addressing abortion, abstinence, adoption, 
euthanasia, and embryonic stem cell research. 
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