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Editor's Note: Well, it looks like we do have a Lectionary Life App 
for October after all!  After we had sent an email to let you know we 
were unable to secure an author for October, Anglicans for Life's 
Board Member the Rev. Dr. W. Ross Blackburn stepped in to 
help.  Thank you so much!    
  
Welcome to Anglicans for Life's October 2014 Lectionary Life App! 
    
AFL is pleased to present this month's teachings and reflections written 
by fellow clergy for one of the weekly lectionary lessons. Our prayer is 
that you will find them inspirational for your homily or sermon 
preparation. At the end of each week's reflection, I sometimes add 
suggested prayers, bulletin announcements, and AFL ministry resources 
that you may use. 
  
The following reflections are primarily for pastors, as we seek to bear 
faithful witness to the Gospel and lead our people in a world that has 
justifiably been called a culture of death. 
  
This month's reflections have been written by Anglicans for Life's Board 
Member, the Rev. Dr. W. Ross Blackburn. Rev. Blackburn is the Rector 
of Christ the King, an Anglican Fellowship in Boone, NC. 
  
Blessings and Thanks,  

 
  

Sunday October 5, 2014 - 17th Sunday After Pentecost 

Exodus 20:1-20 
 
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor (Exodus 20:16) 
 
Veribicide precedes Homocide.*  The sentence is from Paul Greenberg, a syndicated columnist who 
writes for the Arkansas Democrat Gazette.  What he means by it is that, in order to do the unthinkable, 
we must convince ourselves that the unthinkable isn't really unthinkable but rather is acceptable.  We do 
this with language.  Rather than speaking of an unborn child, we speak of a fetus.  No one wants to be 
involved in killing a child.  But removing the "contents of the uterus," or the "product of conception"-
well, that's another matter altogether.  These terms, abounding in the language of abortion rhetoric, make 
an abortion sound like cleaning out one's garage.  Even the word "abortion" is a euphemism, focusing 
one's attention on a procedure, rather than a slain child.   
 
On the other side of life we have "death with dignity."  The dictionary on my computer defines dignity as 
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"the state of quality of being worthy of honor or respect."  But that is not what supporters of euthanasia 
mean by "dignity".  Dignity in the euthanasia movement means not using a bedpan or being able to bathe 
or feed oneself.  The idea that somehow dignity is wrapped up in whether or not a person needs help is a 
perversion of the idea of dignity.  But it is a powerful word, and a powerful word is needed if we are going 
to justify the practice of getting rid of those whose existence impinges upon the rest of us in 
uncomfortable ways.   
 
Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.  Abortion and euthanasia thrive on false 
witness.  After all, who is against choice?  Hence the name of the pro-choice movement (even though the 
particular choice is rarely mentioned).  And who is against dignity?  Perhaps if we understood dignity as 
that which we recognize in another, rather than as something that we grant to others if they fulfill certain 
requirements, we might begin to see the image of God in one another, regardless of age or ability.   
 
To define something in a manner that obscures the truth behind it is nothing other than bearing false 
witness.  And, just like it was in the Old Testament, false witnesses can get people killed.   
 
*http://www.jewishworldreview.com/cols/greenberg110299.asp  

Dear Lord, thank you for the gift of Your Word.  Let us respect Your statues and celebrate Your 
promises for Your people.  Help us to turn away from the cunning words of the world and the devil and 
fully embrace Your Grace.    

Sunday October 12,  2014 - 18th Sunday after Pentecost  

Exodus 32:1-14 

Idolatry is a serious sin, the most serious sin in the Bible.  But what is it?  Why would Israel, having been 
miraculously delivered from Egypt, make a molten calf in explicit disobedience to the Lord's command? 

Fear.  It really is as simple as that.  Moses delayed on the mountain, and Israel began to fear they would 
need to go into this promised-but unknown-land by themselves.  "Come, make us gods who will go 
before us; as for this Moses, them an who brought us out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has 
become of him!"  Can you hear the fear?  Moses brought them out, but they do not know where he 
is.  Who will go with them into the land?  Hence their charge to Aaron.   

Idolatry is, in effect, turning to anyone or anything that would seem able to deliver us from our present 
distress.  The problem with idols is that they can't do it.  Regardless of how promising it might seem in 
the short run, idols always leave those who trust in them in a place of despair, for idols cannot save.   

We do well to remember that many women and men who resort to abortion do so because they are 
afraid.  It is very difficult to think clearly and to think with a long view in times of fear.  One of the best 
things we can do is to understand that people in this situation often feel cornered.  (I have serious doubts 
of the existence of the self-actualized woman who walks confidently into an abortion clinic and cheerfully 
out of one.)  In her book Real Choices, Fredrica Mathews-Green writes "There is a tremendous sadness 
and loneliness in the cry 'A woman's right to choose.' No one wants an abortion as she wants an ice-cream 
cone or a Porsche. She wants an abortion as an animal, caught in a trap, wants to gnaw off its own leg."   

Idols do not save.  Abortion does not solve problems.  Certainly not in the long term.  But that may be 
very difficult for someone in the midst of great fear to hear.  Not all of us have been confronted with the 
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fear that is an unexpected or unwanted pregnancy.  But we all have had the temptation to look away from 
the Lord to deal with our fears--which should give us grace in dealing with others who may be doing the 
same thing. 

Everyone who has been involved in abortion, the mother, the father, the doctor, the clinic counselor; they 
all need to hear the hope of forgiveness. Forgiveness and healing come when the truth is spoken in love. 
Learn more about ministering to people involved in abortion at SilentNoMore.com 

Sunday October 19, 2014 - 19th Sunday after Pentecost  

Matthew 22:15-22 
 
"Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's" (Matthew 22:21).   
 
One of the things that many of us may not appreciate sufficiently is Jesus' mind.  His toughness and his 
tenderness are readily apparent in the Gospels, but that Jesus is just flat smart is perhaps 
underappreciated.   
 
The Gospel lesson for this week is a good example.  Jesus is given a very clever question, intended to trap 
him.  Should we pay taxes?  A "yes" gets Jesus in trouble with the Jews.  A "no" gets him in trouble with 
Caesar.  So Jesus evades the question, but in a manner that communicates exactly what his questioners 
need to hear.  Whose image is on the coin?  The implication is clear-give to Caesar what is in the image of 
Caesar, and to God what is in the image of God.  And they would know what that is-themselves.  Man 
alone is created in the image of God.  Are they giving themselves to God?  No wonder they were amazed 
at his teaching.   
 
There is a corollary we do well to attend to.  Those made in the image of God are God's. This is true 
whether His image is an unborn child only weeks old or an elderly woman struggling with dementia. To 
harm or destroy one made in God's image is a direct attack upon God Himself.  

AFL Resource: Project Life is an 8-week DVD adult-education series produced by Anglicans for Life that 
provides a comprehensive snapshot of the Gospel of Life and the Culture of Death, addressing abortion, 
euthanasia, adoption, and abstinence and how your church can make a stand for life. To learn more about 
Project Life, email info@anglicansforlife.org.  

Sunday October 26, 2014 - 20th Sunday after Pentecost  

Leviticus 19:1-2,15-18 
 

You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people, and you shall not profit by the blood of your 

neighbor: I am the LORD. (Leviticus 19:16). 

 

It is amazing that God would have to institute a commandment that would tell a man not to shed innocent blood 

for profit.  It tells us much about who we are, that we would need to be told.   

 

There is something worth noting in our culture.  If you walk into a Planned Parenthood, you need cash.  If you 

walk into a Crisis Pregnancy center, you don't.  In fact, they won't take your cash if you have it.  Abortion is an 

industry.  Take the profit away, and the industry (like any other industry) will dry up.  When you take the money 
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away, what is left?  It is here that love becomes apparent.   

 

We looked at the nature of false witness several weeks ago.  False witness and murder go together.  Speaking of 

the devil, Jesus said "He was a murderer from the beginning, and has nothing to do with the truth, because there 

is no truth in him.  When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for his is a liar and the father of lies" (John 

8:44).   

AFL Resource: Embrace the Journey is an 8-week, DVD adult education series that focuses on end-of-life 
issues such as euthanasia and assisted suicide, funeral planning, health care decisions, and the role of the 
church in helping people embrace their "golden years."  To learn more about this wonderful resource, 
email  info@anglicansforlife.org.   

 
Do you want to learn how   
your church can celebrate,   
protect, and honor Life?   
 

Invite Georgette to present 

AFL's Quasar Conference at 
your church! 
 
To learn more, email info@anglicansforlife  or call 1-800-707-6635 
 

 

  GIVE to AFL TODAY! 
Visit our LIFE SUPPORT website pages to 

find out how you or your church can 
support AFL here: 

LIFE SUPPORT 
 

About Us 

Anglicans for Life is the only global Anglican ministry 
dedicated to inspiring the Anglican Church to 
understand and compassionately apply God's Word 
when addressing abortion, abstinence, adoption, 
euthanasia, and embryonic stem cell research. 
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