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Welcome to Anglicans for Life's November 2014 Lectionary Life 
App! 
    
AFL is pleased to present this month's teachings and reflections written 
by fellow clergy for one of the weekly lectionary lessons. Our prayer is 
that you will find them inspirational for your homily or sermon 
preparation. At the end of each week's reflection, I sometimes add 
suggested prayers, bulletin announcements, and AFL ministry resources 
that you may use. 
  
The following reflections are primarily for pastors, as we seek to bear 
faithful witness to the Gospel and lead our people in a world that has 
justifiably been called a culture of death. 
  
This month's reflections have been written by Anglicans for Life's Board 
Member, the Rev. Dr. W. Ross Blackburn. Rev. Blackburn is the Rector 
of Christ the King, an Anglican Fellowship in Boone, NC. 
  
Blessings and Thanks,  

 
  

Sunday November 2nd, 2014 - 21st Sunday After Pentecost 

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, "The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses' seat, so do and observe 
whatever they tell you, but not the works they do. For they preach, but do not practice. They tie up heavy burdens, hard to 
bear, and lay them on people's shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to move them with their finger (Matthew 23:1-
4). 
 
Children are a burden.  Yes, they are a blessing.  But they are also a burden.  No matter how much a 
father or mother loves his children, there are always costs involved-costs that make themselves felt 
financially, in the spending of time, in the loss of sleep, in anxiety, heartbreak, and in countless other 
ways.  And, firstly, in the body of a pregnant woman, where the burden of bearing life is visibly manifest.  
 
The world charges the church with insisting that women give birth to their babies, but doing nothing after 
a baby is born.  Earlier this year, David Frum asked these rhetorical questions in response to 2012 Senate 
candidate Richard Mourdock's contention that abortion is wrong, even in the case of rape.  "OK, Mr. 
Mourdock, you say your principles require a raped woman to carry the rapist's child to term. That's a 
heavy burden to impose on someone. What would you do for her in return?  Would you pay her medical 
expenses?  Compensate her for time lost to work? Would you pay for the child's upbringing?  College 
education?" 

https://us-mg6.mail.yahoo.com/neo/launch?.rand=2n2f1t0s0p7k8#LETTER.BLOCK9
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It is a fair question.  It may not have a political answer, but it is a question that the church should have an 
answer for.   
 
A church that is for life is a generous church, recognizing that children require financial resources.  A 
church for life is a hospitable church, intentionally creating spaces-guest rooms or garage apartments-to 
make available to pregnant women in need of a place to stay (and perhaps in need of a family as well).   A 
church for life is an adopting church, known for the frequency and gladness with which we adopt 
children.  What if every pastor and or crisis pregnancy center director had a list of people who have 
committed ahead of time to adopt the child of a mother in crisis, so that a counselor could say, in the 
moment, "Here is a family that will gladly adopt your baby and raise her as their own"?  Or people who 
have resources available to aid, or completely cover, the often steep costs of adoption for others?  A 
church for life is a welcoming church.  Often women considering abortion do so in the wake of sexual sin, 
sin which makes some reluctant to let anyone know, especially a church.  But Christ came into the world 
to save sinners.  Like you and me and her and him.  A woman seeking to do right, even if she has messed 
up, deserves our admiration, and friendship.  
 
In short, a church for life is a church that seeks to help bear the burdens of those who would otherwise 
bear them alone.   
 
While the world's charge that the church does nothing after a baby is born is misleading (for many extend 
themselves in precisely these ways), we do well to pay attention here, lest we miss what may contain a 
kernel of truth.  Let it never be said of the church, as it was said in Jesus' time, "they preach, but do not 
practice. They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on people's shoulders, but they themselves 
are not willing to move them with their finger" (Matthew 23:1-4).  Speaking of the sacredness of life while 
denying the costs of childbearing and childrearing does no one any good, least of all a troubled mother 
with child.  Even as they are a blessing, children are a burden.  But the church is called to bear each 
other's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ (Gal. 6:2).   

* Please visit here for similar thoughts from a mother's perspective.   

Sunday November 9th,  2014 - 22nd Sunday after Pentecost  

And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the 
region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the 
Lord  (Joshua 24:15). 
 
The idea that a father might speak on behalf of his family is anathema in our culture.  What right does a 
man have to speak for his wife or to indoctrinate his children?  Choice really is the word for our culture.   
 
As a father, I find Joshua's words incredibly powerful and inspiring.  He speaks decisively-for his family, 
simply stating that he and his household will serve the Lord.  And he appears to have no reservations in 
so doing and makes no apologies.   
 
Let's look carefully at Joshua's words.  "As for me and my house...."  First, he speaks of himself.  He will 
be a follower of the Lord.  There is no hypocrisy here-he will go where he expects his family to go.  He 
will be the man his sons will emulate, in whom his wife trusts, and in whom his daughters find their refuge 
and strength.  Secondly, "we will serve the Lord."  Serving the Lord is not something that he will do alone, 
or something he will require of his family apart from him, but rather something that he and his family will 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0017gcIKHOxRKWOdcJDYumj7bAgWQsDUkurYW38wIO-ihUIvQjV53tPSQWiYsWVVA0fmJV1MWR_DraDnLVaVDuSYRxvQlTYVqmvZBoVFU1i6MDFgLy0Ji0OYXHH3i-9_aic6DCIwRhc8gmtkOx9JezZb078OMbnUwq1-BIzyipyQw9RF0hO66LKfg==


do together.  Servants of the Lord-this is who they are.  And so Joshua defines his family. 
 
I came across a startlingly suggesting book title a few months back: Abortion: the Ultimate Exploitation 
of Women by Brian Fisher.  As bold as the title is, the (sub) subtitle is what arrested my attention: Men 
Started it.  Men Oppress with it.  Men Can End it.  To the extent that this can be true prior to Jesus' 
return, the end of abortion will begin with men who, humbly and resolutely, will declare with Joshua, "as 
for me and my house, we will serve the Lord."  And thereby show the rest of the world what it would 
look like for men to be men, leading even as they walk alongside their families in serving the Lord.    

Fathers need healing after abortion, too.  To find out more, check out Turning the Hearts of the Fathers 
here: http://www.fatherhoodforever.org/.   

Sunday November 16th, 2014 - 23rd Sunday after Pentecost  

Psalm 123 
 
Our soul has had more than enough of the scorn of those who are at ease, of the contempt of the proud (Psalm 123:4). 
 
The psalm draws a parallel between those at ease and the prideful.  How often pride and ease go hand in 
hand.  Money is power.  Pride, likewise, hungers for power, for preeminence.  It is these who scorn the 
servants of the LORD, who hold them in contempt.   
 
It is not difficult to understand the conflict between those at ease and the people of God.  The disciple of 
Christ denies himself, takes up his cross, and follows Him.  There is no such thing as ease for Jesus' 
disciples.  This may not mean that the wealthy have no inheritance in the kingdom of God, but certainly it 
means that the wealthy cannot expect to find themselves following Christ as they insist upon living at 
ease.  The Christian life is in large part war-war with the world, the flesh, and the devil.  How can a 
Christian live a life of ease with three so formidable enemies seeking to destroy him?  We do well to be 
wary of living a life of ease.  There is a battle.  For we are not contending against flesh and blood, but 
against the principalities, against the powers, against the world rulers of this present darkness (Eph. 6:12).   
 
Those content to live at ease, whether within or outside the church, will scorn those seeking to live a life 
of costly discipleship.  The godly will appear too serious, too judgmental, and will be accused of turning 
others away due to their lifestyle and attitudes.  The world, of course, would rather lukewarm disciples, 
who expose no darkness or compromise, but rather by their lives indicate that one can be saved and still 
live at ease.  Paul's words to the Philippians would be most unwelcome: for it has been granted to you that 
for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, engaged in the same 
conflict which you saw and now hear to be mine (Phil. 1:29-30).   
 
Scorn and contempt is the lot that can be expected for the people of God.  As Jesus prayed for His 
disciples, "I have given them thy word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the world" 
(John 17:14).  The Scriptures suggest that the scorn and contempt is persistent, requiring persistence on 
the part of the Lord's servants, both in prayer and in endurance.  

AFL Resource: Project Life is an 8-week DVD adult-education series produced by Anglicans for Life that 
provides a comprehensive snapshot of the Gospel of Life and the Culture of Death, addressing abortion, 
euthanasia, adoption, and abstinence and how your church can make a stand for life. To learn more about 
Project Life, email info@anglicansforlife.org.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0017gcIKHOxRKWOdcJDYumj7bAgWQsDUkurYW38wIO-ihUIvQjV53tPSQWiYsWVVA0fmJV1MWR_DrblZSr1cutEy2VquzP27qK_7UG48g7BW6QQh19rAOgCRw==
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Sunday November 23rd, 2014 - 24th Sunday after Pentecost  

"Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me" (Matthew 25:45). 

 

Jesus' words here are sobering, troubling, indeed.  The problem with those who will be sent away to eternal fire 

is that they didn't know (although they should have) that in serving the least they were serving Jesus.  And in 

neglecting the least they were neglecting Jesus.   

 

To be clear, and for reasons that I will not elaborate upon here, I do believe that "my brethren" refers primarily 

to persecuted Christians, brothers and sisters who bear the name of Christ.  However, Jesus' teaching should also 

warn us against drawing lines that exclude others from the circle of our responsibility.  That was the lesson of 

the Good Samaritan.  When Jesus declared that one must love his neighbor, the lawyer who sought to justify 

himself asked "who is my neighbor?" thereby seeking to narrow the circle of his compassion.  So Jesus gives the 

story of the Good Samaritan to illustrate what it means to be a neighbor.  The Good Samaritan, at considerable 

cost, attended to one in dire need-a man he did not know and with no expectation that he would be repaid.   

 

Let's be careful in defining abortion or euthanasia or sex trafficking any other oppression of the vulnerable and 

those unwanted by others as an "issue".  The word has a tendency to allow us to compartmentalize these matters 

and put them aside.  But what if the unborn child,the struggling mother with no options and no support, the 

abducted pre-teen or teenager, the severely handicapped and the ailing elderly are among the least of these?   

Heavenly father, please help us to see and reach out to our neighbors in need, whether they are unborn 
children, pregnant mothers in need of shelter, broken women who have had abortions, or our elderly 
brothers and sisters in Christ.  Fill us with Your love and compassion.  

 
Do you want to learn how   
your church can celebrate,   
protect, and honor Life?   
 

Invite Georgette to present 

AFL's Quasar Conference at 
your church! 
 
To learn more, email info@anglicansforlife  or call 412-749-0455 
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