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Welcome to Anglicans for Life's May 2015 Lectionary Life App! 
    
AFL is pleased to present this month's teachings and reflections 
written by fellow clergy for one of the weekly lectionary lessons. Our 
prayer is that you will find them inspirational for your homily 
or sermon preparation. At the end of each week's reflection, I 
sometimes add suggested prayers, bulletin announcements, and  
AFL ministry resources that you may use. 
  
The following reflections are primarily for pastors, as we seek to bear 
faithful witness to the Gospel and lead our people in a world that has 
justifiably been called a culture of death. 
  
This month's reflections have been written by The Rev. Cathie P. 
Young, Associate Rector St. James Anglican Church, Newport Beach, 
CA.  Rev. Cathie has been serving the Lord full-time at St. James since 
1990.  After completing her Masters of Divinity at Fuller Seminary in 
2007, she was ordained an Anglican priest.  She loves to teach and 
preach God's Word, has strong leadership gifting and feels a special 
call to pastoral ministry and prayer. In 2011, she was diagnosed with 
cancer and spent almost two years in treatment. God has used her 
"cancer storm" as a launchpad for a new ministry "Cancer with 
Christ" which reaches out to those suffering with cancer.  She has 
been married to Philip, the love of her life, since 1984 and they enjoy 
serving the Lord together as a couple. 
 

Blessings and Thanks,  

 
  

Sunday, May 3th - 5th Sunday of Easter  

"Words of Life" -  Acts 8:26-40 

The happy mood of the day stalled as I spoke my thoughts on a Christian response to end-of-life 
suffering.  It was a celebration lunch with a small group of godly women, and we were just sharing 
our lives.  The subject of a family member's recent death came up, and the discussion veered to the 
need for pain relief for the dying.  "As much medication as it takes so they don't suffer," one 
said.  "What if too much medication speeds the time of death?" I asked.   That's when the celebration 
halted, things got somber and I was asked, "Isn't that okay as long as they are doing to die anyway?" 
 



It was the luncheon that day that convinced me that even committed Christians need help in 
understanding God's Word and His ways pertaining to end-of-life issues.   People have always needed 
help understanding God's Word and His ways. 
 
In Acts 8 verses 26-40, we read the story of Philip who followed God's prompting and was led to an 
Ethiopian eunuch who was trying to comprehend the Scriptures.  On his own, the eunuch was 
fumbling, lost!  Evidently the writings of Isaiah didn't make sense to him.  When Philip asked, "Do 
you understand what you are reading?" the eunuch replied, "How can I, unless someone helps 
me?"  It was Philip's careful, patient explanation of the Scriptures that led the Ethiopian eunuch to 
new life that day! 
 
We too have the words of life to give away to those who don't understand.  End-of-life suffering can 
present complex issues and decisions, yet we must be led by God's Word, which lifts up life as sacred 
from conception to natural, not hastened, death.  Like Philip, we are called to carefully and patiently 
teach the culture and the church the words of life.    

To help educate the church about end of life issues, Anglicans for Life has created an 8 week DVD 
adult education series called "Embrace the Journey." To learn more about this curriculum or to order 
it online, visit our online catalog HERE. 

Sunday, May 10th - 6th Sunday of Easter  

"Isn't that Better?" - 1 John 5:1-6; John 15:9-17 
 
"Come on, children," my mother would say, "Just love each other."  That's when she would make 
dissenting siblings give each other a hug.  And with that token hug came healing from a recent spat 
and sometimes, even a flood of love and laughter.  Then she would say, "Now, isn't that 
better?"  And oddly enough, it was! 
 
The season of Easter is all about love - the love of God for us expressed fully in the death and 
resurrection of Jesus and the love we are to have for Him and for others.   Jesus told his disciples in 
John 15:12, "This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you."  And the 
apostle John, the disciple whom Jesus loved, taught his spiritual children, "By this we know that we 
love ... when we love God and obey his commandments."  (1 John 5:2)  
 
Like my mother when I was young, God tells us to love one another.  But He doesn't ask for a token 
hug to demonstrate that love.  Instead, if we are to demonstrate love, He demands obedience to His 
commands.  Among the greatest of those commands is to honor life (Ex. 20:13).  In the culture of 
death in which we live today, honoring life is a bold demonstration of our love for God and for all 
whom He has made! 
 
Praying at a Planned Parenthood site, marching in a Walk for Life, or standing at a bedside helping a 
family make godly decisions for their dying loved one - they may all seem small efforts, token 
examples of our love for God and people.  But in truth, they are each a display of our obedience to 
the command to honor life.   "Isn't that better?" I can still hear my mother say.  Yes, mom, much 
better.   

Heavenly Father, help us to show love to women considering abortion.  Help those of us who stand 
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outside of clinics to offer hope and kindness, that Your love for these women may show through our 
words and deeds. 

Sunday May 17th - 7th Sunday of Easter  

"Choosing Sides" - Psalm 1 
 
Sometimes I get tired of choosing sides.  In the culture wars, in the church, in politics, even in my 
own family, sometimes I just get tired of choosing sides.  There are moments when I want to throw 
up my hands and plead, "Can't we all just get along?!" 
 
But then the Bible reminds me that this side of heaven, there will always be two sides:  the Kingdom 
of God and the kingdom of this world.  And that means we must choose sides because these two 
sides are in unrelenting opposition to one another.  We see evidence of these opposing sides as far 
back as Psalm 1.  "Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked," verse 1 says, 
speaking to those who chosen to side with God.  But verse 4 says of those who choose the kingdom 
of this world, "It is not so with the wicked."   And in verse 6 we see the eventual culmination of the 
two opposing sides, "For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked is 
doomed." 
 
Maybe you, like me,  get tired of choosing sides.   Yet the reality is that in the culture wars, in the 
church, in politics, even in our own families, we must choose.  Faithful followers of Jesus must 
choose sides.  There are few issues about which this is more true than the sanctity of life.   We must 
choose sides.  It is verse 2 of Psalm 1 which instructs us on how to choose our side.  "Their delight is 
in the law of the LORD," it says.   Faithful followers of Jesus read the Word of God, learn from it 
and choose our side according to its instruction.  And the Word of God is crystal clear, never 
ambiguous, concerning the sanctity of life.  

What does abortion and euthanasia have to do with the Bible, anyway?  AFL has compiled a resource 
list of life-affirming Bible verses to use in sermons, talks, articles, and any discussions concerning the 
sanctity of life.  See our full list HERE. 

Sunday May 24th -  Pentecost  

"With, In, Upon" - Acts 2:1-21; John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
 
I like to ponder the early disciples and their relationship with the Holy Spirit.  When they first walked 
with Jesus they were decidedly WITH the Holy Spirit for He was filled with the Spirit from His water 
baptism (Luke 3).  Then, after the atoning work of Christ on the cross and his bodily resurrection, 
Jesus changed the disciples' relationship with the Holy Spirit.  He "breathed on them" the Spirit (John 
20:22) and no longer were they simply WITH the Spirit, but the Spirit was now resident IN them!   
But it is Acts 2 on the Great Day of Pentecost when the early believers' relationship with the Holy 
Spirit changed yet again.  Here, the Spirit came UPON them and these early disciples were 
empowered to reach out for the sake of others.   
 
In this progressing "with, in, upon" relationship with the Spirit, we find something remarkable for 
ourselves as well!  Before we knew Christ, we experienced the Spirit through the believers in our lives 
- we were WITH the Spirit.  Then when we put our faith in Christ, the Spirit came to live IN us!  But 
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when the Spirit comes UPON us, He does this not for our own sake, but for the sake of others.  His 
power is meant to be spent on reaching out to others! 
 
The issues of life compel us to be filled once again with the Holy Spirit and to stand for life.  But not 
just to stand, but to reach out in His power!  The defenseless unborn need us!  The women and men 
who have lost children to abortion need us!  The suffering and dying need us!  The Father gave us the 
great Gift of the Spirit so we would reach out for the sake of others!  What are we doing with the 
Holy Spirit's power?    

Is someone in your church in need of healing from abortion grief?  Find a healing program in your 
area HERE. 

Sunday May 31th - First Sunday After Pentecost - Trinity Sunday 

"Teaching the Children" - John 3:1-17 
 
I was raised in a church that took teaching children very seriously.  Making sure the youngest among 
us knew the stories of the Bible was a high priority.   I have memories as a very little girl of learning 
of a man named Nicodemus who came to Jesus by night.  I also remember as a teenager going back 
to that same classroom and teaching a new group of little children the same story of Jesus and 
Nicodemus.  We took teaching children very seriously. 
 
The story of Nicodemus is one of birthing and new life.   Perhaps that is why it was one of the first 
stories we teach little children.  "You must be born from above," Jesus said in John 3 to Nicodemus, 
a leader of the Jews.  But Nicodemus was confused - about the womb, about the Spirit, about this 
new life of which Jesus spoke.  Yet Jesus was patient as he taught Nicodemus.  And it is in this very 
encounter that we find perhaps the greatest statement Jesus ever made.  "God so loved the world that 
he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life." 
(John 3:16) 
 
I wonder, are we teaching the children today the great stories of the Bible?  Are we teaching the 
youngest among us the truths about life, the sanctity of the womb, and the call to defend the 
defenseless?  Believing the stories of Scripture is what leads us to salvation but believing the stories of 
Scripture leads us to much more.  It leads to a deep understanding and commitment to life!  Who is 
teaching the children?  Is it the world?  Or is it the Church?  Like the little congregation in which I 
was raised, it's time to take teaching children very seriously. 

Protect Your little children, both the born and unborn.  Help them to see abortion for the evil that it 
is, that they may be a voice for the voiceless victims of abortion.  Let the new generation be 
ambassadors for life and not death. 
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Do you want to learn how   
your church can celebrate,   
protect, and honor Life?   
 

Invite Georgette to present 

AFL's Quasar Conference 
at your church! 
 
To learn more, email info@anglicansforlife   or call 412-749-0455 
 

 

  GIVE to AFL TODAY! 
Visit our LIFE SUPPORT website pages to 

find out how you or your church can 
support AFL here: 

LIFE SUPPORT 
 

About Us 

Anglicans for Life is the only global Anglican 
ministry dedicated to inspiring the Anglican Church 
to understand and compassionately apply God's 
Word when addressing abortion, abstinence, 
adoption, euthanasia, and embryonic stem cell 
research. 
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