
Welcome to the May edition of  Anglicans for Life’s Lectionary Life App!
AFL is pleased to present this month’s teachings, specifically created for our ordained 
friends, which features reflections written by fellow clergy for one of  the weekly lectionary 
lessons. Our prayer is that you will find them inspirational for your homily or sermon 
preparation. At the end of  each week’s reflection, I sometimes add suggested prayers, 
bulletin announcements, and AFL ministry resources.

As we worship through this Easter Season, we also pray that you will be inspired by these 
teachings to speak for Life in your churches and consider how the Church as a community 
can continue to defend the Sanctity of  Life throughout the year.

This month’s reflections have been written by Deacon Jim Brandmueller, who currently 
serves as Missioner for Northeastern Nevada in the Diocese of  the West, Reformed 
Episcopal Church.  His career has included work in the government sector, culminating 
in service as the Director of  the Nevada Office of  Energy and in the private sector as an 
Alternative Energy Consultant and as a Director of  an alternative fuels company.  He holds 
many degrees and is currently enjoying classes from a nearby seminary.

Blessings and Thanks,

Georgette Forney
President, Anglicans for Life
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Prayer: Lord, we ask You to clear our vision just as You cleared the vision of  Your Apostles.  Keep us clearly and deliberately focused upon You 
as our strength and our redeemer. Amen

May 4 Third Sunday  of Easter
Luke 24:13-35

In today’s Gospel we see that the Apostles were lost without Jesus’ presence.  While they continued to witness to the events surround-
ing the crucifixion, they still weren’t certain of what to do next.  Jesus, who had not yet revealed himself to them, teaches them that 
He is the fulfillment of the prophesies, that He is the long-awaited Messiah who rose from the tomb to save mankind.  They then 
have the haze removed from their vision and see the resurrected Christ during the breaking of the bread.  

If we take the time to prepare ourselves before we celebrate the Lord’s Supper, we too will find our sight restored to the glory of the 
resurrected Jesus.  We can then recognize our place in the Grand Communion, which is the entire Church, from the beginning until 
today, in celebration of the Eucharist which Christ instituted and instructed us to continue.

May 11 Fourth Sunday of Easter
Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7

In today’s readings there are constant reminders of teaching, fellowship, and the breaking of the bread.

We are all called upon to teach as witnesses of Jesus Christ.  We are called to serve as examples in action and in the manner in which 
we conduct ourselves.  As Christians we are not perfect.  We are all sinners.  We need to witness in spite of our failures.  Often I find 
myself amused when others refer to Christians as hypocrites.  In the truest sense they are right.  We have established standards and 
goals for ourselves to which we sometimes cannot attain.  Surprise!  We are weak humans.  But it seems far better to establish goals 
which we can’t always reach than to have no standards at all.



May 18 Fifth Sunday of Easter
John 14:1-4

Despite having followed Jesus for quite some time, it is apparent that the Apostles still weren’t able to understand the totality of the 
situation which they found themselves.  There continued to be great doubt and fear.  Jesus said: “Have I been with you all this time, 
Philip, and you still do not know me?  Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.  How can you say, ‘Show us the Father.’”

The purpose of Jesus’ appearance to these Apostles was not to relieve their immediate concerns.  Instead, His appearance assured 
assuring not just those present, but rather all mankind, that in His death we are cleansed and that He has gone ahead to prepare the 
way for all of us.  He is that way.  Through our faith and knowledge in Him we are saved.

These are simple instructions.  Yet they are very difficult for mankind to grasp.  Jesus and His message are the purest simplicity.  A 
clear direction is lit for us, yet we cannot easily follow.  The bottom line is that being a Christian and disciple of Jesus is hard work 
for us.  Yet it is, in reality, a simple blessing which man chooses to make complex.  Simply put, we need to accept Christ and His 
message, and seek to follow Him in all that we do throughout our lives.

The Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ, has established a trail for us to follow.  The Scriptures assure us all that not only has He blazed a trail 
for us to travel, but that He walks beside us on this journey.  While we are not perfect in all we do, we are accompanied by a Savior who 
has paid the ultimate price for us and our weaknesses.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, we give You thanks and praise for all You have bestowed upon us.  We particularly thank You for the gift of  Your only 
begotten Son who serves as a shepherd for us, His sheep.  He leads and guides us.  He cares for us and helps us when we are weak or hurt.  Help 
us in our daily lives to continue to follow in the path which He has laid down for us. Amen 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, You have provided us light through the darkness, hope to the hopeless, and a path for us to follow.  Look upon us with Your 
grace and help to guide us to do Your will in our daily lives, now and forever. Amen

Prayer: Lord Christ, we thank You for providing mankind with the knowledge of  Your will for us. Enable us that we may prayerfully meditate 
upon Your example for us that we might seek to become more faithful followers of  You. Amen

May 25 Sixth Sunday of Easter
John 14:15-21

Today’s Gospel reading provides us with very clear guidance and a message of  eternal hope - for we are instructed by Jesus to keep 
the Lord’s Commandments, and we are assured that we have Him as our advocate.  He made the ultimate sacrifice for our sake.

It is always a good thing to review and reflect upon the Ten Commandments as well as the Great Commandment.  In the past the 
Great Commandment was recited in every Communion Service.  The Ten Commandments were read at least once per month as a 
part of  the Anglican Liturgy.  More recently they have been relegated to the Penitential Order and are used less frequently by many.  
The petition in the Penitential Order to “incline our hearts to keep this law” demonstrated and recognized the frailty of  us as human 
beings and our need for the Lord’s help in keeping the Law.  

Important to us as witnesses for Christ is that the certain knowledge that when we fail, Jesus has promised us that He will serve as 
our advocate.  He, through His sacrifice on the Cross, has already advocated for our salvation.  In our human weaknesses, in our 
times of  peril, we can always call upon Him as our constant guide and companion.
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