
Welcome to the March edition of  Anglicans for Life’s Lectionary Life App!
Anglicans for Life is pleased to present this month’s Lectionary Life App, featuring 
reflections written by fellow clergymen specifically for you, our ordained friends. The Bible 
verse(s) are chosen from each week’s lectionary lessons. 

Our prayer is that you will find them useful for your homily or sermon. The people in the 
pews come to Church looking for Godly, Gospel centered teaching, preaching and ministry 
related to the difficult life challenges they are dealing with daily. May you use the teachings 
below to bless and benefit your parishioners. 

This month’s reflections have been written by Renée Beyea (MDiv). She serves alongside 
her husband, The Rev. Richard S. Beyea III, an Anglican Chaplain currently assigned to 
McConnell Air Force Base, Kansas.

Blessings and Thanks,

Georgette Forney
President, Anglicans for Life

March 2014Lectionary Life App

Anglicans for Life has a variety of  resources to support life-affirming ministry in your church.

AnglicansforLife.org/catalog

March 2 Epiphany Last Sunday before Lent/Transfiguration Sunday
Matthew 17:1-9

“This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!” Matthew 17:5

Eric Whitacre’s virtual choirs are YouTube sensations. His last project comprised 5,905 discrete voices from 101 countries digitally 
mastered into symphonic grandeur. Sometimes it feels as if we have as many voices speaking into our lives—voices of friends and 
family, of culture and careers, of past and present. Voices which are noble or false, murmuring or roaring, yet all competing for our 
attention. How often do we attempt to synthesize them into an impossible harmony, only to find ourselves stymied by the effort?  

Then comes the surpassing Voice of Transfiguration Sunday. The Father’s proclamation, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am 
well pleased,” is the refrain of Epiphany, between which Jesus’ preaching and miracles are revealed. God thunders from the cloud-
shrouded mountain the same approval as at his Son’s baptism, but with this coda: “Listen to him!” Peter and John lift heads bowed in 
fear to see Jesus alone. Only later will they understand how they need this word for the journey to the cross. We may learn from their 
hindsight.

Today, Christ stands on the mountain, revealed in dazzling splendor, and we behold only him. God thunders above the voices in our 
lives, “This is my beloved Son… Listen to him!” Oh, that His word would sustain us, that we would listen to Jesus always, from the 
high clear peaks to the deep shadowed valleys, in the quiet and the clamor. That we would listen when He asks us to stand for righ-
teousness, to choose life, to trust him though the path leads to the very foot of the cross.



March 16 Second Sunday in Lent
Romans 4:1-5, 13-17;

“…the God who gives life to the dead and calls things that are not as though they were.” Romans 4:17

Most people have, at one time or another, thought or talked or acted as if reality were different than it is. We work long hours or flirt 
with sin and pretend there are no consequences to our marriages or families. The same principle is at work when a man and woman 
are convinced the child they’ve conceived is not a precious life. No matter how we may want circumstances to be different, merely 
pretending changes nothing. What a striking contrast to our Creator. When God calls things that are not as though they were, we 
know that’s exactly how things are.

This is how Paul describes the God in whom Abraham believed. When he was seventy-five and still childless and itinerant, God called 
Abram the father of a great nation. Twenty-five years later God brought life from Abraham and Sarah, whose bodies were as good as 
dead. Even before he was circumcised, God called Abram’s faith righteousness. He calls things that are not as though they were.

In the Gospel reading, Jesus explains the necessity of being born again. “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God 
unless he is born of water and the Spirit.” Even though Nicodemus is a well-educated teacher, from his perspective, Jesus is calling 
things that are not as though they were. Scripture abounds with examples. The apostles were twelve men from humble backgrounds 
whom Jesus commissioned to make disciples of all nations. They couldn’t fathom the world’s reach, yet here we are, living proof of 
their success. We who were dead in our sins God calls righteous and alive in Christ. He calls things that are not as though they were.

Sometimes discouragement threatens our hope. Society and culture seem to be advancing in practices that destroy life but not 
advancing in the kingdom of God. Or perhaps it is the circumstances in our own lives that seem impossible. Paul reminds us who we 
love and serve, who dwells in us through His Holy Spirit: the God who calls things that are not as though they were. Reality is not 
limited to what we perceive but rather defined by what our Lord says is and will be.

AnglicansforLife.org has a valuable booklet for you - Life-Affirming Handbook. It contains Bible verses, prayers, litanies, and 
liturgies that emphasize the Sanctity of  Life.

March 9 First Sunday in Lent
Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7

“‘You will not certainly die,’ the serpent said to the woman. ‘For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and 
you will be like God, knowing good and evil.’” Genesis 3:4-5

When was the last time we thought or said, “I would never fall for that?” Perhaps in response to the latest phishing scam or a com-
paratively innocuous prank on reality TV or some other circumstance that seems obvious from our perspective. Do we ever read 
Genesis’ account of the Fall and have the hubris to think, “I would never fall for that?” Why was Eve tempted to eat the fruit and 
disobey God’s command? “Your eyes will be opened,” the serpent said, and they were. Adam and Eve also lost their home in Eden 
and became subject to death, results Satan failed to mention. 

The Deceiver ever strives to deceive the children of Adam, and his tactics haven’t changed. He lies and conceals the consequences. 
Euthanasia in merciful. Abortion will bring freedom. Divorce offers a fresh start. Secret sins can be conquered in secret. Lie to protect 
loved ones. More possessions equal greater happiness. Go on and have another—overindulgence has no effect on spiritual health. So 
many deceptions, large and small, and we fall for them. But Jesus, who perfectly resisted temptation, comes to our aid. “For just as 
through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners,” Paul writes to the Romans, “so also through the obedience of 
the one man the many will be made righteous.” What grace! 

At the beginning of our Lenten journeys, several responses are possible. We pray for the Holy Spirit to open our eyes to deceptions we 
still believe and grant us repentance and the strength to reject them. We pray for family and friends, the church and the world, that 
Christ’s truth would burn away the scales of deceit. And we offer humble gratitude to our Savior for His inexhaustible forgiveness and 
the undeserved gift of His righteousness in which we stand.

AFL believes that every heart needs to know the forgiveness of  the cross. 

We created a brochure for you to use to help someone who is experiencing abortion regret: “Info for Clergy and Christian 
Counselors.” It can be found on our website: AnglicansforLife.org



Anglicans for Life is ready to help those who are called to life-affirming ministry. Please contact Georgette@AnglicansforLife.org to 
learn more.

March 23 Third Sunday in Lent 
John 4:5-42

“But Jesus said to them, ‘I have food to eat that you know nothing about.’” John 4:32

Next to air, water is critical to human survival. In the Western world, unless a drought makes us conscious of  our water 
consumption, we think little of  it, save when paying bills. Clean water flows from every faucet, water for bathing, for cooking, 
drinking, and maintaining yards. Not until we lose it do we realize how essential it is. 

Water is important in today’s texts. The Israelites, thirsty in the desert, complain that the Lord has abandoned them to die in the 
wilderness. How quickly they forget their divine deliverance from Egypt and focus only on the present trial. In our Lenten journeys, 
we sometimes camp in arid places and fear we’ll die of  thirst. These are the times to recall the Lord’s faithfulness and past activity in 
our lives; He will not abandon us. The psalmist adjures us not to harden our hearts but to stay tender toward the Lord and attentive 
to his voice. If  we do this, if  we persevere in our suffering, Paul writes, it will strengthen our character and increase our hope. 

If  water is scarce in Exodus, it is abundant in John. Jesus invites the Samaritan woman—and us—to reject the water this world offers 
and quench our thirst with living water. We who have drunk from that cup know the joy of  eternal life welling in us like a spring. 
Yet just as the woman was mystified by Jesus’ pronouncement about water, so are the disciples mystified by Jesus’ enigmatic remark 
about food. They’d gone to town for provisions and, upon returning, urge Jesus to eat. “My food,” Jesus responds, “is to do the will 
of  him who sent me and to finish his work.” 

Lent is a season for fasting, yet the paradox is that in denying our physical appetites we often find a spiritual feast. We feed on the 
Word of  God and on Jesus, the Bread of  Heaven broken for us. We slake our thirst with Living Water and the Cup of  Salvation. 
Today Jesus reminds us there is another dish on the menu—the food of  doing God’s will. The very act of  being obedient to the 
calling he has placed on our lives will nourish and sustain us.

March 30 Fourth Sunday in Lent
1 Samuel 16:1-13; 

“The Lord said to Samuel, ‘How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over Israel?’” 1 Samuel 16:1

Today’s Old Testament reading begins with the Lord asking Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul?” But the question isn’t 
about how long Samuel will mourn; the chapter preceding implies he mourned until the day he died. The Lord doesn’t miraculously 
heal Samuel’s grief. Neither does he say, “Once you’ve worked through this, I’ll give you the next assignment.” What the Lord wants 
to know is if  Samuel will allow his grief  to hinder his obedience. It’s a compassionate question calculated to stir Samuel to action.

Grief  is a process and a normal response to loss. Consider Samuel. He was obedient to God from a young age. He anointed, 
mentored, encouraged, rebuked and prayed for Saul, this tall, insecure young man, only to witness him reject the word of  the Lord 
and the Lord reject Saul as king. Of  course Samuel mourned. The problem is not with grief  but with being stuck. We know many 
types of  loss, and all have the potential to shackle us. Perhaps we grieve the death of  a loved one or a child gone astray. Perhaps 
we mourn for lost jobs or for ministries that have never taken wing though we were obedient. We grieve for lost marriages, for lost 
dreams, for lost innocence. We mourn choices that cannot be unmade and consequences that cannot be undone even as we know the 
cleansing of  forgiveness. We mourn the loss of  health and the possibility we may never be the same this side of  heaven.

When we find ourselves stuck, the Lord speaks to us from the tenderness of  infinite love. “How long will you mourn?” If  we 
confess and ask for help, our Savior looses the chains that bind us and strengthens us by His Spirit. We may still grieve or mourn, but 
we are no longer immobilized. Then He calls us to serve Him, sometimes in new and unexpected ways. For Samuel, his new calling 
was an unlikely young shepherd with a heart after God, but first he had to fill his horn and go. 
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