
Welcome to the June edition of  Anglicans for Life’s Lectionary Life App!
Anglicans for Life is pleased to present this month’s Lectionary Life App, featuring 
reflections written by fellow clergymen specifically for you, our ordained friends. The Bible 
verse(s) are chosen from each week’s lectionary lessons. 

Our prayer is that you will find them useful for your homily or sermon. The people in the 
pews come to Church looking for Godly, Gospel centered teaching, preaching and ministry 
related to the difficult life challenges they are dealing with daily. May you use the teachings 
below to bless and benefit your parishioners. 

This month’s reflections have been written by Renée Beyea (MDiv). She serves alongside 
her husband, The Rev. Richard S. Beyea III, an Anglican Chaplain currently assigned to 
McConnell Air Force Base, Kansas.

Blessings and Thanks,

Georgette Forney
President, Anglicans for Life

June 2014Lectionary Life App

Sunday, June 1
“Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something strange were happening to 
you” (1 Peter 4:12). “If they persecuted me, they will persecute you” (John 15:20).  “All who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus 
will be persecuted” (2 Timothy 3:12). 

The above words are sobering to anyone, but I suspect particularly for the American church.  And even more particularly to us, to 
pastors.  They are to me.  For, in the main, persecution is strange, and the American church experiences very little of it.  That may be, 
in part, due to the historical blessing of our Christian culture.  If so, the days of such relative peace are numbered.  It may also have 
to do with not being particularly desirous of living a Godly life in Christ Jesus.  For the New Testament suggests that persecution is 
not strange, but rather the norm.  

One way the church brings the scorn of the world upon herself is by advocating for life—for the unborn, for the handicapped, the 
elderly, the vulnerable.  Not just when she takes a pro-life position, or signs a resolution or votes accordingly, but really pours herself 
out for the vulnerable, speaking clearly and taking up the Scriptures’ exhortation to “defend the fatherless, plead for the widow” (Isa-
iah 1:17).  We live in a world deeply hostile to life, a world that will stand in the way of any real effort to defend it.  This is readily ap-
parent in our day, and we can see this in our culture on many levels.  And yet, as pastors, we are called to guide and lead the church 
precisely in this direction.  

And it is a costly direction.  Which means it is all the more important to take encouragement from Peter’s words.  For the reward 
of defending the vulnerable is not only saving children and sparing mothers and fathers the weight of abortion.  Nor is it only the 
healing of those who have been involved in the taking of vulnerable life, whether actively or passively.  While we hope and pray for 
all of the above, and by God’s grace rejoice when God brings about such fruit, there is much that can bring discouragement in a dark 
world.  Our hope cannot rest on visible success.  But God is at work in and through you and your people: “But rejoice insofar as you 
share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when His glory is revealed. If you are insulted for the name of Christ, 
you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you” (1 Peter 4:13-14).  To lead the church in this direction is to 
lead her to a place where the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon her.  



Sunday, June 15
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  We were buried therefore 
with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk 
in newness of life (Romans 6:3-4).  

How one responds to this passage depends in large part upon one’s perception of his or her life.  For one that is generally pleased with 
his life, the idea of death will be received one way.  For one who is fed up with her life, death may sound quite different.  

Paul speaks of the Gospel here in a way that is incredibly hopeful to the weary and heavy laden.  In Christ, we have died.  Our old 
self, our former self, has been buried with Christ in baptism.  But it doesn’t end there.  United with Christ in death, we are likewise 
united with Christ in resurrection, that our lives might be new.  Not better.  Not even forgiven.  But new. 

There are many in our world who would love nothing better than to take their life and bury it.  Suicide is an ugly testimony to this 
impulse.  Alcoholism and drug use can be as well.  The Gospel, however, suggests that our old lives can be buried, while yet we live.  
What might it look like to walk in newness of life?

In thinking through how to teach and preach concerning abortion, we do well to make much of baptism, of our unity with Christ.  
Christ has died.  Christ has risen.  And so are we.  In Christ we are made new.

Sunday, June 8 
On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink.  Whoever 
believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’”  Now this he said about the Spirit, whom 
those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified (John 7:37-39).

I have been reading an interesting book of late, an apocalypse written by Michael O’Brien (Father Elijah, San Francisco: Ignatius 
Press, 1996).  The following exchange, between a Catholic priest and an agnostic woman, a lawyer, struck me.  The priest begins:

“A man is what he loves.  A man is what he will live for and die for.”

“What do you love?  What is real for you?”

“I love God.  He is real.”  

“Theology isn’t logical.” 

“Logic doesn’t contain theology: theology contains logic.”

“That’s debatable.  Oh, damn, there we go; now we’re sliding into the world of abstractions, where this sort of conversation always 
ends.”

“The love God pours out on the world is effective in our lives to the degree that we open ourselves to it.  Until we do, we presume it is 
just an abstraction.”

Jesus speaks in the boldest of terms, which, if taken at face value, lead precisely away from abstraction, directly into the realm of prac-
tical reality.  Certainly this is the case with  Jesus’ words concerning living water.  Those who come to Him, who believe in Him, will 
be given the Holy Spirit, which will be as a river of living water flowing from his or her heart.  Living water is not for the intellectu-
ally curious or the philosophically minded or the religious seeker, but for the thirsty.  Abstractions cannot satisfy the thirsty, our own 
or the world’s, nor can arguments bring the dead to life.  Only living water can do that.

Peter goes on to give great and much needed counsel and encouragement to pastors, for leading God’s people to stand for life will 
always bring opposition, particularly to pastors:

Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that He may exalt you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on Him, be-
cause He cares for you. Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for some-
one to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same 
kinds of suffering. And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to His eternal glory in Christ, 
will Himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. To Him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 

Anglicans for Life has a variety of  resources to support life-affirming ministry in your church.

AnglicansforLife.org/catalog



Sunday, June 22 
John 4:5-42

“But Jesus said to them, ‘I have food to eat that you know nothing about.’” John 4:32

Next to air, water is critical to human survival. In the Western world, unless a drought makes us conscious of  our water consumption, 
we think little of  it, save when paying bills. Clean water flows from every faucet, water for bathing, for cooking, drinking, and 
maintaining yards. Not until we lose it do we realize how essential it is. 

Water is important in today’s texts. The Israelites, thirsty in the desert, complain that the Lord has abandoned them to die in the 
wilderness. How quickly they forget their divine deliverance from Egypt and focus only on the present trial. In our Lenten journeys, 
we sometimes camp in arid places and fear we’ll die of  thirst. These are the times to recall the Lord’s faithfulness and past activity in 
our lives; He will not abandon us. The psalmist adjures us not to harden our hearts but to stay tender toward the Lord and attentive 
to his voice. If  we do this, if  we persevere in our suffering, Paul writes, it will strengthen our character and increase our hope. 

If  water is scarce in Exodus, it is abundant in John. Jesus invites the Samaritan woman—and us—to reject the water this world offers 
and quench our thirst with living water. We who have drunk from that cup know the joy of  eternal life welling in us like a spring. 
Yet just as the woman was mystified by Jesus’ pronouncement about water, so are the disciples mystified by Jesus’ enigmatic remark 
about food. They’d gone to town for provisions and, upon returning, urge Jesus to eat. “My food,” Jesus responds, “is to do the will 
of  him who sent me and to finish his work.” 

Lent is a season for fasting, yet the paradox is that in denying our physical appetites we often find a spiritual feast. We feed on the 
Word of  God and on Jesus, the Bread of  Heaven broken for us. We slake our thirst with Living Water and the Cup of  Salvation. 
Today Jesus reminds us there is another dish on the menu—the food of  doing God’s will. The very act of  being obedient to the 
calling he has placed on our lives will nourish and sustain us.

Sunday, June 29
The wages of  sin is death (Romans 6:23).

The wages of  abortion is death.  Most obviously, of  course, it brings about the death of  a baby.  But it also causes significant 
collateral damage.  Mothers can die, or be physically injured, sometimes endangering their ability subsequently to have children.  
Relationships between the parents of  an aborted child rarely survive.  Abortion causes the deadening of  the heart, either through 
grief  or hardness, particularly in (but not limited to) the mothers.  And for the culture that so tolerates it, life becomes increasingly 
cheap and violent.   

The irony is that abortion promises life, its supporters seeing it as necessary for life and freedom.  Freedom to get on with life 
without the responsibilities of  motherhood and fatherhood, and therefore the freedom to pursue a career, to enjoy this or that thing 
unhindered, to avoid the shame and/or embarrassment of  being sexually active and pregnant, or simply to make ends meet.  In 
each case, abortion is a solution to a problem that appears to be death dealing, that left unchecked appears to bring bondage.  The 
implication being that one is more likely to find life on the other side of  an abortion.  

But it never works, because the wages of  sin is death.  This is why abortion will always be a gospel issue.  Paul speaks of  the gospel 
in terms of  fruit.  

But what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of  which you are now ashamed?  For the end of  those things is death. 
But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of  God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, 
eternal life.  For the wages of  sin is death, but the free gift of  God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  (Romans 6:21-23)  

Many who have been through abortion know all too well that the end of  abortion is death, and can answer very well Paul’s question 
concerning the fruit of  the things of  which they are now ashamed.  What they may not know is that in Christ God offers fruit 
that leads not to death, but to eternal life.  But this is the thing—people who are ashamed rarely will come forth to speak of  their 
need, precisely because they are ashamed.  Which is why the church needs to understand that abortion is a gospel issue and speak 
clearly and proactively about it as such.  Not to bring burdens, but to lift them.  Not to make people ashamed of  their fruit that 
leads to death, but to lead them to the One who freely gives life.  Abortion is hardly the only opportunity, but nonetheless a great 
opportunity to make the gospel plain to those living in shame.
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