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Welcome to Anglicans for Life's January 2015 Lectionary Life 
App! 
    
AFL is pleased to present this month's teachings and reflections 
written by fellow clergy for one of the weekly lectionary lessons. Our 
prayer is that you will find them inspirational for your homily 
or sermon preparation. At the end of each week's reflection, I 
sometimes add suggested prayers, bulletin announcements, and  
  
AFL ministry resources that you may use. 
  
The following reflections are primarily for pastors, as we seek to bear 
faithful witness to the Gospel and lead our people in a world that has 
justifiably been called a culture of death. 
  
This month's reflections have been written by Anglicans for Life's 
Board Member, the Rev. Dr. W. Ross Blackburn. Rev. Blackburn is 
the Rector of Christ the King, an Anglican Fellowship in Boone, NC. 
  
Blessings and Thanks,  

 
  

Sunday January 4th, 2015 - 2nd Sunday after Christmas  

Jeremiah 31:7-14 
  
Behold, I will bring them from the north country and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, among them the 
blind and the lame, the pregnant woman and she who is in labor, together; a great company, they shall return here 
(Jeremiah 31:8). 
  
In considering this magnificent passage, where the Lord speaks of the return of his people from exile, 
I want to make one simple observation-that the pregnant and those in labor were to return to the 
land along with the blind and the lame. The association is interesting. Why does the Lord speak of the 
pregnant woman alongside the blind and the lame? What do they all have in common? 
  
There is a picture pushed in pro-abortion circles of independent and empowered women making 
informed choices concerning abortion, certainly without need of help, particularly from men. (Never 
mind that these empowered women include the 13-year-old they insist should be able to procure an 
abortion without the knowledge of her parents.) The notion of the empowered woman is central to 
their position-that there is no one who can better understand a woman's needs than she and to 
suggest otherwise is to demean her. This notion, of course, overlooks one important matter. Pregnant 



women are vulnerable.  
  
I remember the jumble of emotional highs and lows that characterized my wife during the early stages 
of her pregnancies. And the pervasive feeling of sickness and tiredness that, in her case, didn't lift 
until the end of the fourth month. I don't assume that all women are just like my wife, but I do know 
that such is common. If there was ever a time when my wife wasn't empowered to make wise 
decisions independently (sometimes planning a meal was a trial), it was in those months, a time when 
she leaned on me in a peculiar way. God designed pregnancy for marriage and pregnant mothers for 
husbands.  
  
Women in pregnancy are vulnerable. This is not a comment on their competency or ability or 
anything like that. It is part of the character of pregnancy for many, if not most, women. And why 
should it not be that way? In a short nine months a mother will carry, nurture, and sustain, and finally 
bring forth a human baby in all his wonderful complexity. To call it hard work is to sound trite-the 
baby draws on all his mother's resources as he grows. A mother is vulnerable, precisely because she 
gives of her strength. And for those with an unexpected or unwanted child, often without the support 
of the father or anyone else, the vulnerability is even greater, for she goes it alone in a way she was 
never meant to. Where is the power? Where are the choices? Fredrica Mathews-Green's graphic 
picture says it starkly: "No one wants an abortion as she wants an ice-cream cone or a Porsche. She 
wants an abortion as an animal, caught in a trap, wants to gnaw off its own leg."  
  
The blind, the lame, and ... the pregnant woman. In other words, the vulnerable. In recognizing the 
vulnerability of a pregnant mother, we do well to recognize two things. First, we live in a world that 
gladly, even sometimes aggressively, takes advantage of that vulnerability. It is a great temptation to 
hear that "the problem" can be easily fixed, that abortion is morally respectable decision that strong 
women make because they-and they only-have the ability to make the best decisions concerning 
themselves. What vulnerable women need are real choices-not easy outs that are never finally easy-
that help her make her life work as it is, rather than as she may wish it was. Secondly, acknowledging 
that pregnant mothers are vulnerable does not demean women. The vulnerability is no shame. God 
does his most magnificent work within the womb of a pregnant woman. No wonder she is in need. 
She gives her strength. Her vulnerability simply testifies to the magnificent work that she, and only 
she, can do.  

Sunday January 11th, 2015 - First Sunday after Epiphany  

Genesis 1:1-5, Psalm 29 
 
The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice (Psalm 29:4). 
 
Genesis 1 and Psalm 29 are tremendously hopeful passages.  In Genesis, the earth is dark and 
chaotic, and the Lord speaks.  And he speaks again.  And again.  And again.  And, as he does so, this 
dark and chaotic heavens and earth takes on substance and form.  Step by step He speaks, until the 
Lord looks down on everything He made, declaring it "very good."  Creation is finished, and the 
Lord blesses all that He had made.  Then He takes Sabbath rest by delighting in the good work He 
had accomplished.  Psalm 29 is likewise hopeful, although in a sobering sort of way.  The Lord whose 
word builds up is the same Lord whose word breaks down-splitting the cedars of Lebanon and 
shaking the wilderness of Kadesh.  The word causes the deer to give birth, and yet strips the forest 
bare.  And like it did in creation (Job 38:7), all creation worships (Psalm 29:9). 



 
There is much in life that seems hopeless, much that feels a lot like the darkness, void, and chaos into 
which the Lord spoke in creation.  This is the problem of sin-it always takes that which was meant 
for blessing and turns it into chaos, darkness, and despair.  And there are many weary and sin laden 
people in our world, and in our churches who feel exactly that way and desperately need to hear the 
word of the Lord that would heal them, transforming their darkness and chaos into the "very good" 
He intends.  There is also much in life that seems hard and unyielding, and many in our world, and in 
our churches, whose hearts are likewise hard and unyielding.  They too need to hear the word of the 
Lord, the word that will break them, so that, God willing, He might heal them and transform them as 
well. 
 
Let us who are given the blessing and burden of speaking the word of the Lord not forget the power 
of the word that we proclaim.  God's word brings life (Psalm 1), it burns like fire and breaks rock like 
a hammer (Jeremiah 23:29), it is the means by which we are born anew (1 Peter 1:23), and it will not 
return empty, but will accomplish the Lord's good purposes (Isaiah 55:10-11).  It will reach the 
hopeless and the hardened.  And, as we will see next week, the voice of the Lord can even turn a 
nation.    

Sunday January 18, 2015 - 2nd Sunday after Ephiphany   

Jonah 3:1-10    
 
When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God relented of the disaster that he had said he 
would do to them, and he did not do it (Jonah 3:10). 
 
Two things we know.  First, that over 50 million babies have been legally killed in the womb in the 
last 40 years in the United States.  The US is joined by Canada, China, and North Korea as the most 
abortion permitting/promoting countries in the world.  Secondly, that the Lord hates the shedding of 
innocent blood and will not allow it to persist indefinitely.  How the Lord will bring about an end to 
this slaughter is not yet clear.  But it will end.   
 
Let me make a few observations from Jonah.  First, Jonah preaches a word of judgment.  He does 
not argue that the violence of Nineveh was wrong or that it was bad for society.  He simply proclaims 
that God's judgment is coming-and soon.  Secondly, the people and the king believed, hearing 
Jonah's word as from God.  And they repented.  The king, apparently not to this point concerned 
with evil and violence of Nineveh (perhaps he was complicit in it), calls for repentance in hopes that 
God might not bring deserved judgment.  Thirdly, God saw their repentance and relented.   
 
Whether or not the United States and Canada will repent we don't know.  But perhaps there is hope 
to be found in the account of Jonah.  We are told to pray for our political leaders, "kings and all who 
are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way" (1 
Tim. 2:2).  Who knows what the Lord might do, particularly if we remember that "the king's heart is a 
stream of water in the hand of the LORD; he turns it wherever he will" (Prov. 21:1)?  But repentance 
won't come without a clear word from the church.  A word that abortion is wrong, that abortion 
takes a life, or a word about the effects of abortion on our culture won't cause a nation to 
repent.  But a clear word from God, that God's wrath follows the shedding of innocent blood, with 
the implication that mercy is extended to the repentant, might.  In the words of the king of Nineveh, 



"who knows?" 

  

Sunday January 25th, 2015 - 3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

1 Samuel 3:1-20 
  
I declare to him that I am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were 
blaspheming God,and he did not restrain them (1 Sam. 3:13).  
  
Did the condemnation of Eli come because he was a negligent father or a negligent priest? Given the 
way that the Scriptures seem to collapse these categories, perhaps we can take them together. After 
all, a man is not qualified to oversee the household of God if he has not well overseen his own: "He 
must manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, for if someone 
does not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for God's church?" (1 Tim. 3:4-
5). 
  
Eli is a sobering character in the Bible, in large part because he wasn't all bad. After all, he did rebuke 
his sons for their sexual promiscuity. But apparently it was not enough, for the Lord condemns Eli 
for failing to restrain them. He did something, but not enough. In the end, it appears that Eli was a 
passive father. (If we read back into chapter 2, we see that Eli partook of the forbidden fat portions 
that his sons extorted from the people. One whose heart is not right before God will have no firm 
inclination, and certainly no success, in leading the hearts of his children toward God.)  
  
There is a pervasive and damaging cultural expectation that teenagers will have rebellious attitudes 
and "experiment" (oh, how the language we use lets us off the hook) with things like alcohol and sex. 
It ought not be so among us in the covenant community. In His Spirit and His Word, the Lord has 
given everything fathers need to train their children, with the full expectation that as we do they will 
not depart from the ways of the Lord (Prov. 22:6). A child rebelling is therefore not inevitable but is 
rather the effect of something gone wrong in the home. And the stakes are high. As the epistle for 
today explains, sexual sin is a sin against the body, which means it gets inside us, it damages us, in a 
way other sin does not. Sexual sin cannot be taken back. Rather, it will remain with our sons and 
daughters throughout their days and into their marriages.  
  
Fathers cannot be passive in dealing with sin in their households. Passivity among fathers is largely 
responsible for the devastating phenomena we call sexual promiscuity and abortion and other 
attendant problems. The church needs fathers, formed by Christ, fully engaged in leading their 
families in the ways of the Lord and creating a culture of faithfulness in the home. This will include 
watching over our sons and our daughters. Practically. This may mean making difficult decisions 
concerning dating and friends. For some it may mean withdrawing a child from school or getting rid 
of the television or the internet or the Xbox. It may mean a change in work that allows a parent to be 
home and the father not to be absent. It may mean giving up golf or other things that draw us away 
from our children. It may mean getting up earlier and learning how to pray. How we do this in our 
own homes is a matter of Biblical counsel, prayer, and wisdom. But it must be done. Actively. What 
would you not change for the sake of your children?  
  
Eli stands as a warning to well-meaning yet passive fathers.  



  

 
Do you want to learn how   
your church can celebrate,   
protect, and honor Life?   
 

Invite Georgette to present 

AFL's Quasar Conference 
at your church! 
 
To learn more, email info@anglicansforlife  or call 412-749-0455 
 

 

  GIVE to AFL TODAY! 
Visit our LIFE SUPPORT website pages to 

find out how you or your church can 
support AFL here: 

LIFE SUPPORT 
 

About Us 

Anglicans for Life is the only global Anglican 
ministry dedicated to inspiring the Anglican Church 
to understand and compassionately apply God's 
Word when addressing abortion, abstinence, 
adoption, euthanasia, and embryonic stem cell 
research. 
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