
Welcome to the January 2014 edition of  Anglican’s for Life Lectionary Life App!  AFL is 
pleased to present this month’s teachings, specifically created for our ordained friends, which 
features reflections written by fellow clergy for one of  the weekly lectionary lessons. Our 
prayer is that you will find them inspirational for your homily or sermon preparation.  At the 
end of  each week’s reflection, I have added suggested prayers, bulletin announcements, and 
AFL ministry resources.

As we approach Sanctity of  Life Sunday on January 19th, we also pray that you will be 
inspired by these teachings to speak for Life in your churches and parishes and to consider 
how the Church as a community can continue to defend the Sanctity of  Life.

This month’s reflections have been written by Anglicans for Life’s Board Member, the 
Rev. Dr. W. Ross Blackburn. Rev. Blackburn is the Rector of  Christ the King, an Anglican 
Fellowship in Boone, NC.

For His glory,

Georgette Forney

With the anniversary of  Roe v. Wade and the corresponding observance of  Sanctity of  Life 
Sunday, January has come to be a month when much of  the American church has turned its 
attention to issues of  life. Accordingly, the reflections below have to do with both why and 
how the church speaks concerning issues of  life and abortion.
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January 5 Second Sunday after Christmas
Matthew 2:13-15,19-23

Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Beth-
lehem and in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. Then was 
fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her 
children; she refused to be comforted, because they are no more” (Matthew 2:16-18). 

Sometimes the lectionary makes decisions based on an assessment of the importance of a passage, such as when it leaves out a long 
genealogy of difficult-to-pronounce names. Or it will omit a section because it doesn’t seem to be particularly relevant to the modern 
church, or is difficult to understand. Whether or not it that is legitimate is an open question, but it is at least understandable.  And 
sometimes, it would appear, the lectionary makes decisions based on what our itching ears want to hear, or, in this case, would rather 
not hear. Best not to mess up the wonderful story of the coming of Christ in a manger with an account of slaughtered babies.  That is 
in effect what the lectionary does by assigning Matthew 2:13-15,19-23, leaving out 2:16-18, the passage quoted above.  

Yet it is a passage of great modern relevance. Israel suffered at the hands of an Egyptian regime that killed their infants.  Jesus was 
born under a regime that was killing infants. And, likewise, we live in under a regime that kills our infants.  Roughly 1.2 million 
babies per year.

The lectionary’s impulse is understandable, and reflected in the practice of many of our churches.  Don’t speak about abortion in the 
pulpit—it’s too controversial, too political, and you run the risk of losing people.  Just section it off, leave it to the side, and focus 
on the Gospel.  But the impulse is wrong. When we refuse to speak about abortion, we, in fact, distort the Gospel.  For the Gospel 
doesn’t save theoretical sinners, but real sinners, with real sin. Specific sin. And for people to receive the Gospel as good news for 
them, they must know that Jesus covers their particular sin, whatever that is. And for many of us, that sin includes abortion.  In fact, 
as counterintuitive as it may seem on the surface, we will lose people if we refuse to speak about it, for those who are weary and heavy 
laden with this particular sin will find no good news in our silence and will leave. Quietly.  

Jesus Christ came into an ugly world, a world that since the sin in the garden has been characterized by death.  And the Gospel makes 
no sense in any other context. The Gospel is about life—life in the midst of death, even life from the dead.  To airbrush the Word is 
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to mute the severe lines of sin only in the end blunts the wonder of a child who came into the world to be our Immanuel, who would 
save His people from their sins.  

This Sunday, read the whole Gospel text—and let the Gospel be the Gospel. 

Anglicans for Life has a variety of resources, http://www.anglicansforlife.org/catalog to support life-affirming ministry in your church.

January 12 First Sunday after the Epiphany
Isaiah 41:1-4

He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a faintly burning wick he will 
not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice.  He will not grow faint or be discouraged till he has established justice in the earth; and the 
coastlands wait for his law (Isaiah 42:2-4). 

Justice is somewhat of a wax nose in our culture. Everybody is for it, but we can’t seem to agree on what it is. Pro-life people rightly 
see the protection of the fatherless and the widow—in our day the unborn and their mothers—as an issue of basic justice.  And yet 
abortion advocates will also argue that a woman’s right to choose an abortion is a matter of “reproductive rights”, or justice.  

Justice, however, is not a wax nose, but rather has solid form and definite contours—as firm and definite as the character of the Lord 
Himself. In effect, justice is when the world conforms to the way that God intends it. It may not agree with our conception of justice, 
but that is not the first time that people have said ‘The way of the Lord is not just’ (Ezekiel 18:25, 33:17). 

The Isaiah text here is good news for a world burdened by abortion, for, in bringing forth justice, the promised Messiah will not 
break the bruised reed, nor quench the faintly burning wick.  He is patient with the weak, and shows compassion to the downtrod-
den. Hear the words of 17th Century English pastor Richard Sibbes:

The bruised reed is a man who for the most part is in some misery, just as those were who came to Christ for help, and by misery he is brought 
to see sin as its cause, for, whatever pretences sin makes, they come to an end when we are bruised and broken. He is sensible of his sin and 
misery, even to his bruising; and, seeing no help in himself, he is carried with restless desire to have supplies from another, with some hope, 
which raises him a little out of himself toward Christ, though he dare not claim to have gained any present interest of mercy. This spark of 
hope being opposed by doubts and fears rising from his corruption makes him like smoking flax; so that both these together, a bruised reed 
and smoking flax, make up the state of a poor distressed man. This is such a person as our Savior Christ terms “poor in spirit” (Matt. 5:3), 
who sees his wants, and also sees himself indebted to divine justice. He has no means of supply from himself or the creature, and thereupon he 
mourns, and, upon some hope of mercy from the promise, and examples of those that have obtained mercy, he is stirred to hunger and thirst 
after it.

The bringing forth of justice is not something separate from tenderness and patience with the hurting and heavy-laden.  The church 
does not proclaim justice by only denouncing sin, for the lifting up of the downtrodden is part of what it means for the Lord to bring 
forth justice.  For, again, justice is simply when things conform to the Lord’s intentions.  And it is the Lord’s intention that the weary 
be comforted, and the broken be healed.  The Lord’s word concerning abortion is certainly a word of judgment, but it is also a word 
of hope for the weary.  As it will be when the Messiah establishes justice in all the earth.

If you know someone who has been touched by abortion you know they often fear God’s judgment. Please offer them hope that heal-
ing and forgiveness is available. Visit the Silent No More Awareness Campaign testimony Directory, sponsored by Anglicans for Life 
to learn more: http://www.silentnomoreawareness.org/testimonies/index.aspx

January 19 Second Sunday after the Epiphany
John 1:29-42

Behold, the Lamb of God, who bears the sin of the world! (John 1:29) 

Because of its proximity to the January 22, 1973 Roe v. Wade decision, which in effect decreed abortion legal throughout the country 
up until the moment of birth (amazing that this needs to be said—the moment of complete birth), the American church has desig-
nated this Sunday “Sanctity of Life Sunday”.  There may be no better text to observe Sanctity of Life Sunday than with the words of 
John the Baptist: “Behold the Lamb of God, who bears the sins of the world!”  

The translation is not common, but I trust uncontroversial.  But let me defend it.  The literal meaning of the word often translated 
“forgive” in the Old Testament is nasa’, which means to bear or to carry.  It is the word behind such passages as Exodus 34:6—“The 
Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love 
for thousands, forgiving (nasa’) iniquity and transgression and sin…”  In a similar way, the word John uses to speak of Jesus “taking 
away” the sin if the world is airo, a Greek word often meaning to carry or bear away (e.g. Matthew 11:29, 16:24; Mark 2:11). 

Why is this important?  Because it makes plain that sin is a weight that must be borne, an understanding of sin that is often obscured 



Those who have been involved in abortion need to hear God can even forgive abortion. They also need the opportunity to attend 
abortion after-care programs to help them receive God’s forgiveness and forgive themselves. Please publish this website where they 
can search for local help. www.abortionforgiveness.com 

by our modern understanding of the word “forgive.”  Part of the reason that our word of forgiveness can go unheard is that we don’t 
acknowledge the weight of sin.  And abortion is a particularly heavy weight, for it (usually) involves the abandonment of a child by his 
or her parents.  Sin is never simply forgotten—if it is forgiven, it is borne.  And that is costly.  This is the reason why the pro-choice 
movement can never be life giving, for by refusing to acknowledge that abortion is a sin (or even that it has very real aftereffects—physi-
cally, psychologically, and spiritually), it, in effect, tells weary and guilt-laden women and men to forget about it.  It is in effect the same 
thing that the false prophets of old proclaimed—“peace, peace, when there was no peace” (Jer. 6:14, 8:11).  So the weight remains.  

But, thanks be to God, Jesus came to bear heavy weights.  Even the sin of the world.  It is a strong man that lifts heavy weights, and 
only a great Savior that saves great sinners.   Like you and me.  And the millions and millions that, one way or another, labor under the 
heavy weight of abortion.

Behold, the Lamb of God who bears the sin of the world! should be the first word that the church says to the world concerning abortion.

January 26 Third Sunday after the Epiphany
Matthew 4:12-23

While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for 
they were fishermen.  And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.”  Immediately they left their nets and followed 
him.  And going on from there he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their 
father, mending their nets, and he called them.  Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. (Matthew 4:18-22) 

One of the matters with which we are rightly concerned is the matter of calling. What am I called to do?  How can I best use the gifts 
and talents God has given me and to what purpose? 

The calling of the disciples is highly instructive here. Note carefully the call. The disciples have a part, and Jesus has a part. Jesus calls 
them to follow him. That’s it. He does not call them to be fishers of men. They will do this, to be sure. But that is Jesus’ part—“I will 
make you fishers of men.” Their call is to follow. Jesus’ call is to transform them into men that carry out the work He has given them 
to do. 

In making this distinction we are not splitting hairs. Consider the alternative. What would it look like for the disciples to become 
fishers of men without following Jesus? How would they do it? And in whose strength? Remember, this is the Peter who confidently 
boasted that he would never deny Jesus, only to do that very thing when called to stand with Him.  This is the James and John who 
argued about who was the greatest and sought privileged places at Jesus’ throne and who could not cast the demon out a convulsing 
boy, who confidently said they could drink his cup of suffering and who, with Peter, fell asleep as Jesus toiled in anguish in Geth-
semane. 

We are called to Jesus before we are ever called to a task. It is not a choice, an either/or, as if we might be called to Jesus and not called 
to serve him and one another in a particular way. But there is an order to the work of the Gospel that we too often forget, to our 
peril and to the peril of the work that God would have us to do. The Scriptures speak of this in various ways. “Whoever abides in me 
and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing” (John 15:5). “For the joy of the LORD is your 
strength” (Neh. 8:10). “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Cor. 12:10). 

Laboring for life is folly apart from following Jesus. The opposition is great, the encouragement sparse, the work lonely, and the prog-
ress often very difficult to measure. But the promise is full of hope—for as we follow him, he will fit us for our calling; as we abide 
in him, he will have us bear fruit; as we rely upon him in our weakness, he will give us strength. For nothing will be impossible with 
God (Luke 1:37).

Anglicans for Life is ready to help those who are called to life-affirming ministry. Please contact Georgette@AnglicansforLife.org to 
learn more.

We have resources for your church from Anglicans for Life!
Visit our online catalog on our website for more info:

www.AnglicansforLife.org
405 Frederick Avenue Sewickley, PA 15143     412-749-0455


