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Welcome to Anglicans for Life's December 2014 Lectionary Life 
App! 
    
AFL is pleased to present this month's teachings and reflections 
written by fellow clergy for one of the weekly lectionary lessons. Our 
prayer is that you will find them inspirational for your homily or 
sermon preparation. At the end of each week's reflection, I sometimes 
add suggested prayers, bulletin announcements, and  
AFL ministry resources that you may use. 
  
The following reflections are primarily for pastors, as we seek to bear 
faithful witness to the Gospel and lead our people in a world that has 
justifiably been called a culture of death. 
  
This month's reflections have been written by  The Rev. Craig 
Stephans.  Craig, an Anglican priest, has served as Chaplain to the 
Albemarle Pregnancy Resource Center and Clinic in Elizabeth City, 
NC for over three years. While leading a weekly devotional and prayer 
time for the center's staff and volunteers, Craig has gained firsthand 
experience of the spiritual battle waged over the sanctity of life. He 
has seen the schemes of the devil and learned the power of prayer, 
faith, and the kingdom of God to overcome the work of the enemy. 
He works closely with the center's staff to provide spiritual support 
and guidance. 
  
Craig has been Rector of Church of the Redeemer in Camden, NC 
since February 2010 and has been active as a leader in the many facets 
of parish ministry. He provides spiritual support to a residential home 
for adults with mental disabilities and to an addiction treatment center 
for women. At his church, Craig has developed a center for healing 
which hosts workshops and a healing ministry.  
  
Born in St. Louis, Craig grew up in Edmond, OK before moving to 
Charleston, SC to attend The Citadel. Craig has a Master's of Divinity 
from Trinity School for Ministry near Pittsburgh, PA and a Master's 
Degree in Counseling, as well as a B. A. in English from The Citadel. 
He is married and has two children. He is the author of two books-
one on the Bible and one on Shakespeare's plays. Craig has also 
worked in sales and marketing and in the mental health arena.  
  
  
Blessings and Thanks,  



 
  

Sunday November 30th, 2014 - 1st Sunday of Advent  

Isaiah 64:1-9 
Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 
1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
Mark 13:24-37 
  
As we enter the Advent season, we are confronted with two apparently contradictory seasons: the 
liturgical season of the church and the holiday consumerist season of the culture. At this beginning, 
we must set our hearts and minds firmly on seeking the Lord. The readings and movement of the 
church during this prelude to Christmas will lead us to the door of the kingdom of heaven and to the 
Savior who, even now, beckons us to "keep awake."  
  
Isaiah cries out for the heavens to be torn open so that God would come down. The heavens have 
opened, and God has come down in the form of Jesus Christ, born of the Virgin Mary. Jesus later 
refers to himself as "the door" through whom we are saved and by whom we enter into green 
pastures of eternal life. Jesus is the door of the kingdom of heaven, and he is open to all who come 
by grace through faith and say "Yes" to him.  
  
Through Isaiah, God reminds us that none of us are worthy of God's salvation, "We have all become 
like one who is unclean." There is no such thing among people as "from the least to the greatest." We 
are all the least. Yet, Isaiah also affirms to God, "O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and 
you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand...We are all your people." All people are the 
handiwork of God; can we consider them anything less than this? 
  
When we reach out to help the pregnant mother considering abortion or face the persecuting 
accusations of abortion advocates, we are seeing a work of God's hand-the clay that the potter has 
fashioned in his own image. We honor our Father by loving all of his children. As we recognize that 
even our "righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth," it becomes apparent that there is hope for each and 
every person-including the most offensive and seemingly most lost. 
  
We have a mandate in Isaiah's text to emphasize God's handiwork in every single person. Each and 
every baby conceived in the womb and older person sustained in their older age bears witness to 
God's handiwork. We, his faithful servants, must "be on watch" serving him by taking every 
opportunity to express the riches of his grace in Christ Jesus to all the other least of these.  

Heavenly Father, as we enter into this season of Advent, help us to keep our focus on the real reason 
for the season, You.  May we remember to take time to care for "the least of these" this Christmas. 

Sunday December 7th,  2014 - 2nd Sunday of Advent  

Isaiah 40:1-11 
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
2 Peter 3:8-15a 



Mark 1:1-8 
  
Isaiah's chapter 40 begins with the prophetic word of comfort for God's people. There is a glimpse 
here of God's tender heart and compassionate care for people. Isaiah writes that  
  

"He will feed his flock like a shepherd;  
he will gather the lambs in his arms,  

and carry them in his bosom,  
and gently lead the mother sheep. (Isaiah 40:10-11) 
  

Jesus later revealed himself as the Good Shepherd who is humble and tender-hearted. Any 
demonstration of love by a person for another or the compassion we feel for another, provides a hint 
of the Lord's love for everyone. To the mother considering abortion, to the caregiver overwhelmed 
by caring for a family member, to those working in pregnancy resource centers and in nursing homes, 
the Lord extends his arms to gather them close to his bosom in love.  
  
Sometimes, we are his arms and his voice to others. We can experience no greater privilege in this life 
than to serve as one who prepares the way for the Good Shepherd to come into people's lives. We 
can do no better service to those we encounter than to proclaim to them repentance and forgiveness 
of sins in light of Jesus' love and sacrifice. Through us, His people, the Lord comforts, feeds, gathers, 
carries, and gently leads people into his bosom.  
  
The Lord is working to gather people and lead them into green pasture. May we believe that God is 
greater than any obstacles we see to someone's salvation and choosing of life. Jesus is present to 
baptize with the Holy Spirit. Let us stay faithful and regard His patience and desire to save lives now 
and for eternity. Not one person is outside the reach of his saving embrace. 

"Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me." Ps 51:10 

Sunday December 14th, 2014 - 3rd Sunday of Advent   

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
Psalm 126 or Canticle 3 or Canticle 15 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
John 1:6-8, 19-28 
  
In any and every situation in the ministry of life, you can be assured that the "one who calls you is 
faithful." He is present and active in the midst of it. Therefore, "Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, 
give thanks." The Holy Spirit has the victory; he has the sovereign power and gives sovereign grace.  
  
There is no need or reason for us to "quench the Spirit" with our worry, anxiety or fear. As the Spirit 
is with us and in us, we can let the joy of the Lord be our strength; we can pray to him who hears and 
answers; we can give thanks to the one who is doing good. 
  
Everyone we encounter in our ministries has experienced oppression, is brokenhearted in some 
measure, and needs freedom, release, and a full outpouring of the Lord's favor. These are all included 
in the ministry inspired and empowered by the Holy Spirit with whom we have been baptized by 
Jesus. For the person who is hurting most and the person who is most violent against life, we are 
anointed to bless, heal, deliver and proclaim the good news. The same Spirit that anointed Jesus and 
raised him from the dead dwells in you and gives you power to love and bless the person in front of 



you at any given moment. 
  
Through Christ, you are an "oak of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to display his glory." 
Rejoice in the Lord with Mary, "My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in 
God my Savior." He is doing wonderful works today in, through and among those who are His. 

Though we dread affliction, Lord, let our daily personal trials bring us closer to You, as we see Your 
Hand disciplining and strengthening us. 

Sunday December 21st, 2014 - 4th Sunday of Advent   

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
Canticle 3 or Canticle 15  
or Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 
Romans 16: 25-27 
Luke 1: 26-38 
  
The Text from the book of Samuel includes the discussion between God and the prophet Nathan 
about the Lord's house. David had wanted to build the Lord a temple in which he could dwell. 
Solomon would later build the Temple of the Lord. In the book of Acts, Stephen quotes Isaiah in his 
rebuke of the religious leaders regarding the house of God. He says,  
  

"Yet the Most High does not dwell in houses made by hands, as the prophet says, "'Heaven 
is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. What kind of house will you build for me, says 
the Lord, or what is the place of my rest? Did not my hand make all these things?' (Acts 7:48-
50)  

  
In reflecting on these Scriptures and so many more about God's house or dwelling place, I can't help 
but think about how God made his house for nine months a womb of flesh and blood. The Holy 
Spirit conceived the Son of God inside of Mary. Her womb became the Lord's home for nine 
months, as he grew as baby. This God who created all things came to live not just in his creation but 
inside the womb belonging to His creature.  
  
Every baby living in his or her mother's womb lives in a place where God himself as dwelt. This 
reality reminds me of Jacob's words upon waking from a dream in which he saw the door of heaven 
opened and God speaking to him. Jacob awoke and said, ""How awesome is this place! This is none 
other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.'" (Genesis 28:17) 
  
I think every womb could be called sacred space where God visits and creates life. God is the author 
of life; He is present in the womb writing His image upon each person conceived in that place with 
which He is so intimately familiar. The womb carrying the child is truly the house of God and the 
gate of heaven. 

Change the hearts of our nation, Heavenly Father, and countries around the world who have legalized 
and continue to endorse abortion.  Let them be convicted of the truth of life inside the womb, where 
the Son of God Himself once dwelt. 

Christmas Day - Thursday December 25th 



Selection I 
Isaiah 9:2-7  
Titus 2:11-14  
Luke 2:1-14(15-20)  
Psalm 96 
  
The world has turned upside down when any child has the connotation of being a mistake, a burden, 
an embarrassment, or just a mass of cells and flesh. The coming of Jesus begins setting things aright. 
The Scripture shows how Jesus has redeemed the sanctity of the life of every child conceived in this 
world. 
  
In prophesying about Jesus, Isaiah celebrates the birth of a child-the weakest and most vulnerable of 
creatures. This child is named "Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father and Prince of 
Peace."  
  
Jesus becomes representative of every child as he enters the world in this small package of flesh and 
bones. This is the Lord. He is the Lord of heaven and earth who will bring "endless peace," justice 
and righteousness. All of this goodness comes from a little child. 
  
At Jesus' birth, the heavens opened and the glory of God was revealed in the world. A host of 
heavenly angels appeared to the shepherds proclaiming songs of great joy and good news. The 
reason? "A child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 
  
Since the conception and birth of Jesus, no excuse exists for applying any derogatory or minimizing 
connotations to a baby in the womb or to a young child. On the day that He was conceived, Jesus 
was Son of God; on the day he was born, Jesus was "a Savior." Therefore, the connotation we should 
apply to a child within or outside the womb is the image of Jesus. We should not treat the gift of life 
otherwise. It is the "grace of God" appearing in the world. 

Thank you, Lord, for the gift of Your Son and for Your love for us, that You would give Your Son to 
die for our sins.   

Sunday December 28th, 2014 - First Sunday after Christmas  

Isaiah 61:10-62:3  
Galatians 3:23-25;4:4-7  
John 1:1-18  
Psalm 147 or 147:13-21 
  
In recent days, I have heard two stories of adults that had been adopted as babies later searching for 
and finding biological parents. In both stories, those who had been adopted insisted that their 
adoptive parents were "Mom and Dad." However, they also had a longing to know their biological 
parents, because as adults they were cognizant of the gift the biological mom had given them. The 
mother chose life and adoption rather than death through abortion. As adults, the adopted children 
were thankful and sympathetic toward their biological mothers. 
  
The text from Galatians on this day speaks of our heavenly Father as being an adoptive dad. God 
made the sacrifice of his one and only son Jesus, so that He could adopt us as His own, too. He sees 
himself as our real Father-our Abba.  
  



Through the Father's adoption of us, we have not become anything less than the love of His life. To 
assure us of His love for us, He has given us the Spirit of his one and only Son, so that we can enter 
into the same intimate relationship with Him that Jesus experiences. The Father has done everything 
supernaturally possible for us, His creatures, to have a relationship with Him as His children. 
  
Our heavenly Father and Creator affirms the goodness of adoption as a life-affirming choice. Rather 
than assign us to death, He has welcomed us into life. For the pregnant woman who cannot or does 
not want to raise her child, God has shown the way of life. Even if she chooses not to keep her baby, 
she can still choose life and bless her baby with loving parents. If adoption is the means by which we 
become God's children, it is a way worthy of any child. Adoption is miraculous not shameful; it is a 
victorious act and not one of failure. 
  
To those who believe in Jesus and receive Him, God gives the power to become His children. That 
same power is present to help mothers give their children to adoptive parents. That same power is 
present to help adoptive parents and their adopting children become family. If and when the time 
comes for an adopted child to seek reunion with a biological parent that same power will be present 
for reconciliation and blessing. 

Please help mothers and fathers to chose life and adoption for their children, that they would see the 
value of giving their child life and their adoptive parents joy and happiness.  

 
Do you want to learn how   
your church can celebrate,   
protect, and honor Life?   
 

Invite Georgette to present 

AFL's Quasar Conference 
at your church! 
 
To learn more, email info@anglicansforlife  or call 412-749-0455 
 

 

  GIVE to AFL TODAY! 
Visit our LIFE SUPPORT website pages to 

find out how you or your church can 
support AFL here: 

LIFE SUPPORT 
 

About Us 

Anglicans for Life is the only global Anglican 
ministry dedicated to inspiring the Anglican Church 
to understand and compassionately apply God's 
Word when addressing abortion, abstinence, 
adoption, euthanasia, and embryonic stem cell 
research. 
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